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The Superintendent’s Message...

Robin A. 
Ehrich
Superintendent 
of Schools

  As we prepare to open 
our schools on September 5, 
I hope that you are as excited 
as I am to welcome the start 
of a new school year. 
 September holds the 
promise of a fresh start for 
our students, parents, and 
staff members. For our stu-
dents it means the opportu-
nity to begin a new school 
experience. 
 The promotion to a 
new school or grade level 
brings with it the promise of 
reconnecting with peers, fos-
tering new friendships, and 
the promise of new educa-
tional and co-curricular op-
portunities and experiences. 
 We are filled with op-
timism as we begin this aca-
demic year. 
 Our teachers, support 
staff and administrative team 
are an enthusiastic, kind, and 
caring group of profession-
als who are eager to begin 
a 10-month journey driven 

with support and filled with 
encouragement for an ex-
ceptional academic experi-
ence for your children. Your 
children will be greeted on 
the first day of school by an 
outstanding school staff. 
 They are a team of 
educators who care about 
children and are commit-
ted to creating a safe, caring 
and positive school environ-
ment.      
 We take great pride in 
our schools and the mean-
ingful programs that are pro-
vided to our students and 
families.    
 We will continue the 
steady work that yields mea-
surable progress and sup-
ports continued growth. It 
is my hope that we can con-
tinue to work together to ac-
complish this goal. 
 As the 2018-19 school 
year begins, we are excited to 
welcome back students and 
staff. As is the normal cycle 
of life in any organization we 
have said our goodbyes to 
retirees and hired a number 
of new staff members. 
 Elsewhere in this 
newsletter, you will be intro-
duced to these individuals. 
We welcome new staff to Riv-
erside and wish them a long 
and fulfilling tenure in our 

Wednesday, September 5:  First Day of School 
school district. 
 We are extending re-
tirement farewells to two 
long-time Riverside School 
District family members. 
Both retirees leave behind 
a positive impact on our 
school community. 
 We offer teacher Pa-
tricia Rafter (25 years) and 
custodian Robert Carucci 
(26 years) our best wishes 
in retirement as well as our 
gratitude for their work here 
in our schools. We congrat-
ulate our retirees and wish 
both a healthy and enjoyable 
life beyond our Riverside 
community.     
 We have also said 
farewell to the 102 gradu-
ates of the Class of 2018. 
This talented group of young 
people will pursue their pas-
sions and goals through at-
tendance at four-year (35%), 
two-year colleges (47%), 
trade schools (8%), enroll-
ment in the military (4%) and 
entering the work force (6%). 
 They are applying just 
over $260,000 in scholar-
ships, awards and honors to 
post-graduation endeavors. 
 We wish our gradu-
ates the best of health, hap-
piness, and success as they 
venture into this new chapter 
in their lives.
 

 
 



,

Who’s New in Riverside 
Jessica 

Fitzgerald-Nowlan
 Mrs. Jessica Fitzger-
ald-Nowlan will be an in-
structional aide at Riverside 
Middle School beginning 
this school year.   
 Mrs. Nowlan earned 
her BA in Psychology and 
her MA in Clinical-Counsel-
ing Psychology from LaSal-
le University, Philadelphia, 
PA.  
 She joins us after 
working as an Instructional 
Ambulatory Aide in our El-
ementary School.  
 Mrs. Nowlan also pre-
viously worked at the Center 
for Family Guidance in Marl-
ton and Crossroads Pro-
grams, Inc. in Willingboro.

Stephanie 
Kirschbaum 

 Our newest  ESL 
teacher, Mrs. Kirschbaum, 
comes to the Riverside 
School District by way of 
Florida and having spent the 
previous eight years teach-
ing elementary and sec-
ondary ESL classes in the 
Bridgeton School District.  
 She currently resides 

with her family in Cherry Hill 
after recently moving back 
to the area from Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida.   
 She brings a wealth 
of classroom knowledge 
and experience to the Riv-
erside School District in-
cluding lesson planning, 
professional development, 
standardized testing, and 
parental outreach.  
 When she is not in the 
classroom, Mrs. Kirschbaum 
enjoys spending her free 
time with her family and her 
new puppy, and at the gym.  
 Mrs. Kirschbaum re-
calls her wedding in Ha-
waii among her most recent 
memorable events.

Branden 
Lee 

  Mr. Branden Lee pre-
viously worked in the Cher-
ry Hill School District, and 
he joins the custodial staff 
this year.
 A 2002 Riverside 
graduate, he likes to work on 
cars and collect autographs 
in his free time.   
 His most prized auto-
graph is his Willie Mays sig-
nature. 
 He resides in River-
side and is happy to, once 
again, be a part of the River-
side School community.
 

Emily 
Meyer

 Ms. Emily Meyer is a 
recent graduate of La Salle 
University where she re-
ceived her Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Elementary Educa-
tion.  
 This past school year 

she contributed positively 
to our district as an instruc-
tional assistant at Riverside 
Middle School.  
 Ms. Meyer brings with 
her “an enthusiastic ap-
proach toward teaching, a 
desire to keep learning and 
bettering (her)self, and the 
ability to create a classroom 
environment full of love, 
laughter and most of all, 
learning.” 
 We are excited to 
see her talents and skills 
brought to our Preschool 
program as a teacher this 
school year.

Michael 
Napolsky 

 Mr. Michael Napolsky 
will be teaching Chemistry 
this year at RHS.  Mr. Napol-
sky comes to us from Tri-
ton High School, where he 
has taught multiple levels of 
Chemistry.  
 He is currently in the 
process of completing the 
College Board Advanced 
Placement Chemistry train-
ing that will be an asset in 
his classroom this fall.  
 Mr. Napolsky enjoys 
spending time with his fam-
ily which includes his wife 
of 20 years, and sons ages 
15 and 18.    
 When he is not spend-
ing time with his family, Mr. 
Napolsky enjoys officiat-
ing high school volleyball 
matches and track and field 
events.  
 Weather permitting, 
Mr. Napolsky can be found 
year round in his backyard 
trying new recipes and per-
fecting the art of grilling-
much to the delight of his 
family.

RIVERSIDE
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETINGS

  September 13, 2018
  October 11, 2018

  November 15, 2018 
 December 13, 2018



 

Who’s New in Riverside 

  The safety of the stu-
dents and staff is a priority 
here in Riverside.  The dis-
trict continues to expand 
safety and security infra-
structure. 
 In recent years, new 
cameras and panic buttons 
have been added and new 
protocol for school visitors 
has been developed. In keep-
ing with state requirements,  
safety and security drills are 
practiced on a monthly ba-
sis.   
 The Genesis informa-
tion system/parent portal, 
school website and Black-
board Connect are the pri-
mary and most efficient 
means of communicating 
relevant district and school 
information. 
 Those members of the 
school community without 
school-aged children are en-
couraged to visit the website 
at www.riverside.k12.nj.us. 
for individual school- and 
district-related information.
 Riverside patrolman 

What’s New, What’s Enhanced in the District
Anthony Cicale will con-
tinue in his role as the SRO 
(School Resource Officer) 
and can be contacted di-
rectly by emailing him at aci-
cale@riverside.k12.nj.us.  
 Patrolman Cicale will 
run our L.E.A.D. program in 
the elementary school (Law 
Enforcement Against Drugs) 
as well as the Police Explor-
ers’ program in the high 
school.
 The administrative 
and teaching staffs welcome 
all to a new school year, 
thank the community for the 
continued support of school 
programs and encourage 
participation in the educa-
tion of the children. 
 Community members 
are asked to  consider at-
tending the special events, 
co-curricular programs, ath-
letic competitions, and par-
ent and Board of Education 
meetings. 
 The Riverside Town-
ship Board of Education 
is especially proud of the 

commitment and active par-
ticipation of the stakeholder 
groups. 
 A shared partnership, 
can continue to guarantee 
the students a rewarding, 
meaningful, and fundamen-
tally strong educational ex-
perience. 
 If you have a question 
or concern at any time, be 
sure to contact the teacher 
involved or the administra-
tive office where a question 
can be answered. 
 The staffs look for-
ward to working with you 
and your children in the year 
to come. 

RIVERSIDE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

JOB OPENINGS

Contact Mrs. Karen Beohmer 
at 856-461-1255, Ext. 1170

Contact Mrs. Gina Reed
at 856-461-1255, Ext. 1111

Substitute Nurses

Substitute Maintenance
and Custodial

 Julia 
Pedersen

 Ms. Julia Pedersen 
will be teaching fifth grade 
at RES this year.  
 She comes to River-
side with experience in a 
variety of sports leadership 
capacities and with multiple 
successful teaching intern 
experiences.  
 A recent graduate of 
Sacred Heart University, Ms. 
Pedersen is ready to get into 
her own classroom to apply 
all of her skills. 
 We are excited about 
her knowledge of Readers 

and Writers’ Workshop as 
well as differentiated daily 
math lessons. 
 Her colleagues are 
eager to welcome this en-
thusiastic, dedicated, and 
compassionate educator. 

Heather 
Wawrzyniak

 As the new Curricu-
lum and Instruction Coor-
dinator, Mrs. Heather Waw-
rzyniak returns to Riverside 
after having spent two years 
as an elementary school 
Principal in North Hanover 
and Lumberton. 

 Mrs. Wawrzyniak pre-
viously served as an assis-
tant principal here at River-
side Elementary School. 
 In her free time, Mrs. 
Wawrzyniak enjoys camp-
ing, trips to the beach, vol-
unteering at her church, and 
listening to music with her 
husband, two sons and two 
foster children. 
 In her “just me” time 
she enjoys reading and 
spending time on Twitter. 
 She loves animals 
and has two cats and a dog, 
and she is excited to return 
to Riverside in her new role.



 On behalf of the entire 
Middle School Faculty and Staff, 
welcome to the 2018-2019 school 
year.  
 We are looking forward 
to once again working collabora-
tively with parents to see all of 
our students thrive and achieve 
success.
 The new student orienta-
tion was held on August 22.  New 
7th & 8th grade students as well 
as  incoming 6th grade students 
attended this event.  
 The orientation provided 
new students with an excellent 
opportunity to become famil-
iar with the middle school; they 
asked numerous questions; they 
met the counselor, Mrs. Laura 
Galgoci; and they met other stu-
dents who are also new to RMS.
 Parents and guardians of 
Middle School Students are invit-
ed and encouraged to attend our 
annual, “Back-to-School Night.” 
This evening event for parents 
will be held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 12 at 6 p.m.
  Parents will be provided 
with the opportunity to not only 
learn about the many exciting as-

pects of the middle school pro-
gram, but they will also follow 
an abbreviated version of their 
child’s schedule.  
 This will allow the parents 
to meet their child’s teachers and 
gain a greater understanding of 
exactly what will be taught this 
school year.  Our school coun-
selor, Mrs. Galgoci, will also be 
available to introduce herself and 
answer any questions that you 
may have for her.
 The RMS School & Fam-
ily Association invites you to join 
them in the hallway just outside 
the Middle School Office through-
out the evening.  
 You are strongly encour-
aged to join this organization, be-
cause they do so many wonderful 
things for our students during the 
course of the school year.  
 I cannot stress enough 
the importance of parental in-
volvement in a child’s education.  
I strongly believe that education 
is a partnership between school 
and home.  
 School and Family activi-
ties provide you with an excel-
lent opportunity to have a voice; 
please join this magnificent orga-
nization.
 At RMS we continue to 
consistently update our curricu-
lum to prepare our students to be 
successful now, in high school, 
and beyond.  
 We will continue our suc-
cessful Character Education 
Program this year.  Students are 
continuously reminded to pro-
mote and live up to the standards 

outlined by the Six Pillars of Char-
acter – Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, 
and Citizenship.     
 This program works in 
concert with our Snappy Student 
program.  
 The names of students 
who are observed promoting 
these standards will be turned in 
to the principal and they will ulti-
mately be rewarded with a drink 
of their choice in the cafeteria at 
lunch time.    
 All of these student names 
are then entered into a drawing 
every eight weeks for a Character 
Counts Recognition Award.
 Students are encouraged 
to participate in the numerous 
clubs and co-curricular activi-
ties offered at RMS.  Students are 
invited to become an active par-
ticipant in one or more of the fol-
lowing:  Student Government; the 
yearbook, Blaze; the newspaper, 
The Rambler; The Kindness Club; 
and the Science Club.
 RMS also offers students 
the opportunity to participate in 
our athletic program.  We offer 
boys’ and girls’ soccer, field hock-
ey, boys’ and girls’ basketball, 
wrestling, baseball, and softball.  
 Students who wish to play 
a sport must have a pre-season 
physical and complete all neces-
sary paperwork before attending 
the first practice of the season.
 Parents are encouraged 
to keep in touch with their child’s 
teachers, the school counselor, 
and me throughout the school 
year.  
 All of our teachers have a 
webpage that can be accessed via 
the middle school home page.   
 Please visit your child’s 
teacher pages often as they in-
clude valuable information about 
their classes.  
 All parents are reminded 
to utilize our Genesis system; 
you can have up to the minute up-
dates on your child’s progress.  
 Please email, call, or visit; 
we will be happy to assist you in 
any way we can.  We look forward 
to working together to have a suc-
cessful year at RMS.

RMS Back-to-School Night set for September 12
Michael W.
Mongon
Middle 
School
Principal

RIVERSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL ORIENTATION:  On August 22, 2018 
staff and 8th grade students welcomed new classmates and 101 
6th graders with important information and tours of the building.



 It is almost time, and we 
cannot wait!  
 As we turn the page of 
the calendar from August to 
September, it will not be long 
until school is back in session 
for the 2018-2019 school year!
 This year, in addition to 
our academically rigorous and 
varied course offerings that 
have been part of our sched-
ule in past years, we continue 
to revise, and add, courses to 
meet the standards set forth 
by the state, as well as to bet-
ter prepare our students to 
become successful, proactive 
members of society.
 The diversity of cours-
es, combined with our student- 
centered philosophy will con-
tinue to be prevalent at RHS 
once again during the 2018-
2019 school year.    
 At RHS, we look to 
continue to challenge our 
students, increase the use of 
critical- and analytical-thinking 
skills through daily practice 
and infusion of technology to 
supplement our textual and 
written work.   
 Inquiry-based learning 
will also continue to evolve 
as our faculty and staff have 
taken advantage of meaningful 
professional development and 
curriculum review.
 Once again, we have an 
outstanding opportunity for 
our students through RCBC 
CAP Course offerings.  We 
have 11 approved courses 
which cross multiple content 
areas.  
 The Guidance Office 

can provide more details and 
plan a track for your child if 
you would like to take advan-
tage of this valuable resource.  
 Also, we offer six AP 
courses across four content 
areas that culminate with stu-
dents taking the AP exam to 
earn college credit while in 
high school.  
 This opportunity is at 
no cost to student or parents.
 Our fall athletic teams, 
cheerleaders, marching band, 
and color guard will soon be 
busy preparing for the upcom-
ing season and will be ready to 
showcase their talents when 
school begins.  
 It is not too late to join 
a fall sport or the marching 
Rams.  Stop by RHS for the pa-
perwork or more information.
 Our Freshman Orienta-
tion will be held on Wednes-
day, August 29 at 6 p.m. in the 
auditorium.  Student leaders 
and volunteers will be on hand 
to conduct tours and informa-
tion sessions after a whole 
group introduction.  
 In addition, parents will 
be given specific information 
regarding scheduling, Gen-
esis, café protocol, and the 
opportunity to ask questions 
about course offerings, co-
curricular activities, as well as 
athletics.
 Our Back-To-School 
night for parents will be Sep-
tember 19  beginning at 6:30 
p.m. in the auditorium.  Please 
mark your calendar and re-
serve the date to meet your 
child’s teachers, advisers, and 
coaches.
 Parental involvement 
and support of the learning 
process is essential to the 
overall success of the high 
school years.  We at Riverside 
High School strongly encour-
age, and welcome, your feed-
back and support as we help 
prepare your child for life after 
high school.

  

  

RHS courses added and revised
Todd
Pae
High
School
Principal

CLASS OF 2018 
COMMENCEMENT 

SPEAKERS

Valedictorian 
Jada Karp

Salutatorian 
Ibrahim Nasir

Class President 
Katie Wallace



 

 

 The staff and adminis-
tration at Riverside Elementary 
School are excited for the 2018-
2019 school year to begin!  
 Our entire staff is proud 
of our mission:
 “At Riverside Elemen-
tary we work to ensure that all 
students achieve educational 
excellence.  Through a strong 
sense of community, a rich 
curricular program, an inspir-
ing learning atmosphere, and a 
commitment to character, Riv-
erside Elementary will prepare 
its students to become strong 
participants and leaders in the 
world community.”
 There is no better time 
to rekindle your efforts to get 
more involved in your child’s 
school than September.  
 We are hosting orienta-
tions for new, Preschool and 
Kindergarten students.  
 All of our parents are 
encouraged to come out for 
our Back-to-School Night on 
Tuesday, September 11 and  
our School and Family meeting 
on Thursday, September 13.
 Participating in the 
School and Family meetings 
will keep parents apprised and 
included in the many great ac-
tivities that this group coordi-

nates and assists. (To name a 
few:   Field Day, Family visit 
days, Pumpkin Night, Break-
fast with Santa, etc.)
  Tell your friends and 
family that we have preschool 
for 3 and 4 year olds at River-
side Elementary!  
 There are AM and PM 
sessions that each run for 2 
and a half hours.  
 If your child turns three 
by October 1, 2018, he/she is 
ready to start their schooling 
adventure.  
 You are encouraged to 
call the elementary office for 
enrollment information.  It is 
NOT too late to get your child 
registered for this school year.  
 We are very proud of our 
language arts program here at 
Riverside Elementary School.   
 Our curriculum is fresh 
and continuously adapted to 
present progressive and rigor-
ous instruction.  
 In developing and ad-
justing our Readers and Writ-
ers Workshop curriculum, we 
have an ongoing collaborative 
endeavor with the Medford 
school district.  
 The philosophy and 
practices of the workshop 
model has teachers conferenc-
ing with students in both read-
ing and writing as they meet 
students’ individual needs.   

Involvement key for successful elementary school year
Scott
Shumway
Elementary
School
Principal

 Our balanced literacy 
approach includes the use 
of Words Their Way  to teach 
Word Study.  It is a develop-
mental spelling, phonics, and 
vocabulary program that in-
cludes fluency, comprehen-
sion and writing.  
 Technology is an impor-
tant part of our students’ edu-
cational experiences.  
 We have IPads and 
Chromebooks incorporated 
into instruction and the learn-
ing centers of our lower ele-
mentary classrooms.  
 Technology is also inte-
gral in parents’ connection to 
school.  
 We use a student data-
base system named Genesis.  
Through the parent portal, all 
parents of students Kindergar-
ten through fifth grade have 
access to attendance informa-
tion and current and past re-
port cards.  
 All parents of students 
in grades 3-5  also have access 
to grading information that is 
updated weekly!  
 Riverside Elementary 
School is a caring place to 
learn and work.  
 I am looking forward 
to working with students, par-
ents, and teachers to make 
2018-2019 yet another suc-
cessful school year at River-
side Elementary.

Middle School
September 12

High School
September 19

Elementary School
September 11

Back-to-School Nights

RES
School and 

Family Meeting
September 13

6:30 p.m.
Media Center





Barbara Ann Milch, editor

NEW STAFF MEMBERS FOR 2018-19:  FRONT ROW:  Branden Lee, Michael Napol-
sky, Jessica Fitzgerald-Nowlan, Julia Pedersen.  BACK ROW:  Heather Wawrzyniak, 
Stephanie Kirschbaum, Emily Meyer.
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